From Ashoka S Rock EdlCt XIII it appears that the

_conquest of Kalinga was the first and the last victory
of his life. He accomplished this victory after eight
years of his coronation that is in 262-261 B.C.

Factors Leading to the Conquest of Kalinga

1. In the beginning Ashoka was an ambitious
and imperialist king. He wanted to integrate
_ his empire politically by conquering Kahnga,
located in modern Orissa state.

. Kalinga was very important from strategic point
of view. It controlled both the land and sea
routes to Southern India. Thus, Ashoka ‘wanted
to control both the land and’ ‘the sea routes to
‘south Indla by conquering Kalinga."

. Kalinga was a powerful state bordering the
Magadhan empire. Its ever—increasing power
could endanger the security. of the Mauryan
empire. Hence, Ashoka could not remain
indifferent towards it.

. Commercial relations with the countries of
South-East Asia could be easily established via
Kalinga. Kalinga was an important centre of
cotton textile, Ashoka wanted to enhance the
income of Mauryan empire by occupying it.
Being inspired by all these factors Ashoka,

with a huge army invaded Kalinga. The soldiers
of Kalinga fought very bravely but were defeated.
Ashoka emerged victoriousyThe Ashokan Rock Edict

'XIII describes that one lakh people were killed "I e
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‘The most significant achlevement of Ashoka as a

ruler-washis Dhamma. Ashoka wanted to set a code
of model conduct based.on high moral values for his
people. Thus, by compiling the high and appreciable
tenets” of all the faiths. he: established .a Dhamma
which was “the essence of all the religions”. Ashoka,

in the. form of Dhamma, laid the foundation of such
a universal religion as acceptable to all without any
distinction of caste and creed. He showed respect.to -
all faiths and creeds. He strongly believed in-unity of
ethical and moral values of all faiths and creeds. Thus,

_' . the Dhamma of Ashoka as is explamed in his edicts, is
’ nota religion ora re11 gious system but a “Moral Law”,

a “Common Code of Conduct”, or an “Bthical Ordef ’

. Mam Pr1nc1ples of Dhamma

Followmg Were the mam pr1nc1ples of Ashoka’s
Dhamma | | ‘

1. Respect to Elders |
: Ashoka in his Rock edicts stresses that everybody

should respect elders and should obey them
respectfully. . |

2. Love to Youngsters

Just-as the youngsters should respect and obey the
elders, so the elders should treat the youngsters kindly
and affectionately. Rock Edict X1 and X1II particularly
emphasize to behave properly with slaves and servants.

3. Truthfulness
Minor Rock Edict IT and VIT refer to the principle of
truthfulness Accordmg o it truthfulness is the ideal
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of moral life. Hence, a man should abstain rrom
telling a lie. - :

‘4. Sinless Llfe | .
The Pillar EdlCt I stresses that a man should try to’

lead a smless and pure life. He 'should abstain from -

anger Jealousy, pride : and cruelty etc

5. Ahimsa (Non-violence) -

Ahimsa was a mainstay of Dhamma. It stresses thatl
a man should abstain from killing of living bemgs

- "and he should not do any kind of injury to-ahy 11v1ng-'

creature.

6. Charlty

Dhamma lays great emphasrs on ehanty One should
give somethmg as charity to scholars, hermits, the
-poor and the aged ‘persons. Rock Edict X1 stresses

‘that Dharindan i.e. to teach a person the prmc1ples'
of—Dharma is the greatest charrty : -

7. True Ceremomals | |
Ashoka emphasu:ed to g1ve up the false ceremomals

assoc1ated with b1rth death marriage; fasting, . :

pllgnmage etc.and to ad0pt the true ceremomals 11ke :
amrty, charrty, kmdness etc. : |
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8. Rehglous Tolerance -

Religious tolerance was the basm tenet of Ashoka’ s
Dhamma. Rock Edict XII mentlons it clearly that
one should honour one’s ‘own’ falth but should not
condemn the other sects or rehglons

9. Self-—Appralsal

‘Rock Edict IIL empha51zes the prmc1ple of self-
appralsal It says that:man should evaluate his- good |
and bad deeds from tlme to tlme Thus Ashoka S
| »Dhamma Was a.Common: code of conduct to lead a
'fpure and hlgh moral hfe There was no stress on the’;'-

: ,‘_Ashoka trled to spread Dhamma by the means hke
. setting’ hlS personal example orgamsmgpllgrlmages
. appomtmg the Dharma Mahamatras‘and by the Rock
-edicts etc: Partlcularly, his personal example and the
 pilgrimages-organised by him contributed s1gn1ﬁcan’dy
in the propagatlon and spread of the Dhamma

Slgmﬁcance of Dhamma

. Undoubtedly, Dhamma was a great contribution
of Ashoka to rnankmd It proved to be a boon for
society and the empire as well. Whereas it raised the
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moral standard of the people by curtailing the social |
evils, 1t also helped generate the atmosphere of amity
and brotherhood by bringing people of different castes
‘and creeds closer to one another. Dhamma encouraged
national integration and put forth a right solution to
various social, religious and political problems.



